










SMFR 
FIRE CHIEF REPORT

June 12, 2024 

STAFF INVOLVEMENT 
• Chief Durrell, Captain Burkard, and Fire Services Officer Camarena traveled to the Firetrucks Unlimited

facility for an apparatus refurbishment update in Henderson, NV.

• AO/FO Harris, BC Riley, and Executive Assistant/Board Clerk Rians attended the CSDA dinner in San
Diego.

• BOD President Robles, Chief Lawler, Battalion Chief Nava, and Captain Hays attended CSDA
Legislative Days in Sacramento (Nine meetings attended).

• Chiefs Quinlan and Chief Riley attended a station design conference in Glendale, AZ.

• Fire Marshal Newman, Firewise Bried, Crest Community Assoc, 5/16/2024, Crest, CA, Joint
presentation with Cal Fire on how to become a Firewise Community.

• FM Newman, Private Road Sinkhole Access Meeting, 5/30/2024, El Cajon, CA, Met with County Parks
to coordinate access to obstructed homes during sinkhole repair.

IMPORTANT LEGISLATION 
H.R 7525 (Special Districts Grant Accessibility Act) -Cleared Accountability Committee 38-2. Special Districts to
be federally recognized. Waiting for House floor vote.
S.B. 1164 Property Taxation-New Construction Exclusion-Accessory Dwelling Units. Exempts the construction
of an ADU from being classified as “newly constructed” or “new construction" for the purposes of property
taxation if the unit's construction is finalized on or after January 1, 2025, and before January 1, 2030.

POLITICAL PARTNERSHIPS 
• Consistently meeting with Chairwoman Vargas and staff, specific to sleeping cabins.

• Congressman ISSA released his support of the $2.8 million request for Station 18, which sits with
House Appropriations and is 90% completed. Over 60 projects were submitted, and 15 moved forward.

• Congresswoman Jacobs released her support of the request for $1,075,000 for a new Type I engine,
which sits with House Appropriations 90% completed. Over 50 projects were submitted, and 15 moved
forward.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
• May 19 - Boy Scout Troop visit to Station 22

• May 22 - Operation Survival at Cuyamaca College. This event allowed high school students to receive
hands-on experience with first responder skills. The district hosted a booth with sidewalk CPR and a
ropes & knots station where we taught students basic knots used for rescue procedures as well as
hoisting tools aloft. Students ranged from juniors to seniors from multiple high schools including El
Capitan, Valhalla, and Granite Hills. This inaugural event exposed students to possible career paths
after high school. We were able to promote our Reserve Firefighter and Explorer programs during the
event.

OTHER 
• Board – Requesting letter of support for AB 7525
• FDAC white paper (Fire District funding challenges) authored by FDAC, CAL Chiefs, League of Cities.

Requesting Board edits for FDAC committee. Requesting the Board edits.
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